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Canna (Canna L.)

I. Subject

These Test Guidelines shall apply to all varieties, hybrids, parental lines of Canna edulis
Ker.- Gawl., C. flaccida Salisb., C. glauca Linn., C. humilis Bouche., C. indica Linn., C.
iridiflora Ruiz & Pav., C. jaegeriana Urb., C. lagunensis Lindl., C. lutea Miller. C. pallida
Rosc., C. warszewiczii A. Dietr.,, and any other species / cultivars. Hybridization has
produced many variants as varieties often planted for their ornamental flowers and foliage.

I1. Plant Material Required

1.

The Protection of Plant Varieties & Farmers’ Rights Authority (PPV&FRA) shall decide
when, where and in what quantity and quality the plant materials are required for testing
of a variety denomination for registration under the Protection of Plant Varieties and
Farmers’ Rights (PPV&FR) Act, 2001. Applicants submitting such material from a
country other than India shall make sure that all customs and quarantine requirements
stipulated under relevant national legislations and regulations are complied with.

For all varieties, the material is to be supplied in the form of rhizomes or young plants
which will flower within one year and display all characteristics of the variety required
for DUS testing. If however, any material for DUS test has a specific requirement for the
expression of characters, the same shall be specified by the applicant.

The plant material supplied shall be healthy, not lacking in vigor or affected by any
important pest or disease.

The plant material should not be treated with any chemicals and bio-physical agents. If it
has been treated, full details of the treatment must be provided disclosed along with the
application.

The applicant should submit plant material having genetic purity and uniformity besides
data on method of propagation / multiplication for raising population.

The minimum quantity of plant material, to be provided by the applicant, should be: 20
young plants or 20 matured rhizomes.

I11. Procedure for Conducting of Tests

The minimum duration of the DUS test should be two complete growing cycles
(minimum one year duration). However, in case of any inconsistency of some
morphological characters, the test is to be extended further for another complete
growing cycle.




The test should be conducted at one test location with one replication planted at field
and other in pots for better expression of the phenotypic characters. In case of non-
expression of any diagnostic character at that specific location, the test is to be shifted to
other suitable location for further visual examination. Otherwise, the applicant must
provide details about the specific requirement of the character.

The field test should be carried out at sunny location for expression of all test
characteristics. The experimental site should be large enough to accommodate plants in
rows having spacing 0.5 x 0.5 m for proper vegetative growth and flowering.

Any kind of growth Promoting Hormones should not be used throughout the vegetative
growth period and flowering.

The pot varieties testing should be done in pots of a prescribed size.

In case of any discrepancy, additional test protocols for special purpose shall be
recommended by the PPV&FR Authority.

1V. Methods and Observations

The morphological characteristics described in the Table of characteristics should be
used for the DUS testing of varieties at maturity of plants. (Section-VII).

Unless otherwise indicated, all observations of vegetative characteristics shall be made
during the first flush of growth and flower arising from the stem. Colour of vegetative
organs / staminodes / flower shall be observed on plants exposed to maximum light.

All observations on single character should be made on the five randomly selected
plants.

For the assessment of uniformity, a population standard of 1% and an acceptance
probability of at least 95% should be applied. In the case of a sample size of 10 plants,
1 off type is allowed.

For the assessment of colour characteristics, the latest Royal Horticultural Society
(RHS) colour chart shall be used. Because daylight varies, colour determinations made
against colour chart shall be made either in a suitable cabinet providing artificial
daylight or in the middle of the day in a room without direct sunlight. The special
distribution of illuminant for artificial daylight shall conform to the CIE Standard of




Preferred daylight D 6500 and should fall within the tolerance set out in the British
Standard 950, Part 1. These determinations shall be made with the plant part placed
against a white background. The colour chart and version used should be specified in the
variety description.

For the assessment of Distinctiveness and Stability, all observations should be made on
5 plants or parts taken from each of 5 plants.

In practice, it is not usual to perform tests of stability that produce results as certain as
those of the testing of distinctness and uniformity. However, the experience has
demonstrated that, for many types of variety, when a variety has been shown to be
uniform, it can also be considered to be stable. Where appropriate, or in cases of doubt,
stability may be tested, either by growing a further generation, or by testing a new plant
stock to ensure that it exhibits the same characteristics as those shown by the previous
material supplied.

Additional tests protocols for special purpose shall be established by the PPV&FR
Authority.

V. Grouping of Varieties

The candidate varieties for DUS testing shall be divided into groups to facilitate the
assessment of Distinctiveness. Characteristics which are known from experience usually
do not vary or vary slightly with in a variety and which in their various states are fairly
evenly distributed across all varieties in the collection and are suitable for grouping
purpose.

The following characteristics shall be used for grouping of Canna cultivars:
(@) Plant Height: At flowering stage (ground level to leaf tip) (Characteristic-1)

(b) Leaf Blade: Main colour (Characteristic-19) (by RHS colour chart)

(c) Leaf Blade: Secondary colour (excluding veins) (Characteristic-20) with the
following groups:
Gr. 1: None
Gr. 2: White
Gr. 3: Purple

Staminode: Ground colour (Characteristic-31) with the following groups:
Gr. 1: Yellowish white

Gr. 2: Yellow

Gr. 3: Orange

Gr. 4: Pink

Gr.5: Red




V1. Characteristics and Symbols

VII.

To assess Distinctiveness, Uniformity and Stability, the characteristics and their states as
given in the Table of characteristics (Section-V1I) shall be used.

Notes (1-9) (except flower colour group) shall be used to describe the state of each
character for the purpose of digital data processing.

Legend

(*) Characteristics that shall be observed during every growing season on all varieties
and shall always be included in the description of the variety, except when the state
of expression of any of these characters is rendered impossible by a preceding
phenological characteristic or by the environment conditions of the testing region.
Under such exceptional situation, adequate explanation shall be provided.

(+) See explanations on the Table of characteristics.

Characteristics containing the following key in the first column of the Table of
characteristics shall be examined as indicated below:

QL: Qualitative characteristic
QN: Quantitative characteristic
PQ: Pseudo-qualitative characteristic

(a) see section-VIII for explanation

Type of assessment of characteristics indicated in column six of the Table of
characteristics is as follows:

MG: Measurement by a single observation of a group of plants or parts of plants
MS: Measurement of a number of individual plants or parts of plants

VG: Visual assessment by a single observation of a group of plants or parts of plants
VS: Visual assessment by observations of individual plants or parts of plants

Table of Characteristics

S.No. & | Characteristics States Example Varieties Type of
Examina Assessment

tion
Type




Plant Height: At
flowering stage

(ground level to
leaf tip) (cm)

Dwarf (<60)

Medium (60-130)
Tall  (>130)

C. lumbatum, Kanchan, Pink
Sunbrust

Angel Pink

Golden Girl, President

Plant: Growth habit

Upright

Intermediate
Semi-upright

C. flaccida, Cattleya, Red
Dazzler

Topical Sunrise

City of Portland

Stem: Diameter
(cm)

Thin  (<2.5)
Medium (2.5-5)
Broad (>5.0)

Angel Pink, C. lumbatum
Orange Punch
Pink Sunbrust, Pink Sunrise

Stem: Colour

Light Green
Medium Green
Dark Green
Coppery Red
Brown

Others

Red President
Bengal Tiger

Raktima
Assault

Stem: Shape

Angular
Round
Others

Angel Pink, City of Portland
Orange Punch, Assault

Rhizome: Diameter
(cm)

Thin (<1)
Medium (1-2)
Broad (>2)

Raktima
Golden Girl, Pink Sinduri
Black Knight

Rhizome: Fresh
weight (10 cmin

length) (gm)

Lighter (<50)
Medium (50-140)
Heavy (>140)

Assault,

City of Portland, Lucifer
Burgundy Blush, Tropical
Sunrise

Rhizome:
Internode length
(cm)

Short  (<1)
Medium (1-2)
Long (>2)

Bengal Tiger, Red President
Orange Punch
Allegheny

Rhizome: Number
of nodes / rhizome
(10 cm in length)

Few (<4)
Medium (4-6)
Dense (>6)

Black Knight
Angel Pink
Pink Sunbrust

Rhizome: Number
of eyes / rhizome
(20 cmin length)

Few (<2)
Medium (2-3)
Dense (>3)

New Delhi Yellow, Raktima
Ambassdor
Pink Sunbrust

Rhizome: Colour

Creamy
Yellow
Pink
Others

Allegheny
Golden Lucifer
Sindhuri Dwarf

Leaf Blade: Length
(cm)

Short (<25)
Medium (25-50)
Long (>50)

C. lumbatum, Aloha
Bangkok, King City Gold
Red President, Golden Girl




Leaf Blade: Width
(cm)

Narrow (<12)
Medium (12-20)
Broad (>20)

Aloha, Sinduri Dwarf
Assault
Red President

Leaf Blade: Shape

Lanceolate
Ovate

Pink Sunrise
Lucifer

Leaf Blade : Apex
shape

Acute
Acuminate

Golden Girl
Agnisikha

Leaf Blade :
Translucent line
pigmentation along
the margin

None
Red

Others

Apricot Dream
Bengal Tiger, City of
Portland, Allegheny

Leaf Blade:
Glossiness

Weak
Medium
Strong

City of Portland, Golden
Lucifer

Red President

Red Dazzler, Tropical Sunrise

Leaf Blade: Colour
of veins

Light green
Yellow
Orange
Red

Purple
Others

Black Knight
Bengal Tiger
Pink Sunburst
City of Portland
Assault

Leaf Blade: Main
colour

Green
Purple
Others

Golden Girl
Assault

Leaf Blade:
Secondary colour
(excluding veins)

None

White
Purple
Others

Orange Punch
Bangkok
Assault

Leaf Blade: Pattern
of Secondary
colour (excluding
veins)

Diffused
Marbled
Others

Bangkok
Stuttgart

Inflorescence:
Position in relation
to foliage

At same level
Moderately above
Much above

Assault
Raktima
Red President

Inflorescence:
Length (including
peduncle) (cm)

Short (<25)
Medium (25-50)
Long (>50)

Pink Sinduri
Orange Punch
Golden Girl, Sinduri Dwarf

No. of Flowers/
Inflorescence

Few (<10)
Medium (10-30)
Dense (>30)

King City Gold, C. lumbatum
Golden Lucifer, Agnishikha
New Delhi Yellow, Lucifer

Inflorescence:
Arrangement of
staminodes

Free

Moderately
overlapping
Strongly overlapping

Aloha
New Delhi Yellow

C. flaccida
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Flower: Length
(fully opened
second flower)
(cm)

Short (<8)
Medium (8-11)
Long (>11)

C. indica ‘Maculata’
City of Portland
Assault

Flower: Width
(fully opened
second flower)
(cm)

Miniature (<3.5)
Small (3.5-6)
Medium (6-9)
Large (>9)

C. indica ‘Maculata’
Pink Sindhuri

New Type
Rosemund Coles

Staminode: Width
(excluding first
flower) (cm)

Narrow <(3)

Medium (3-5)
Broad (>5)

Burgundy Blush, C. indica

‘Maculata’

Black Knight, Pink Sunbrust
Red Dazzler, Rosemund Coles

Staminode:
Reflexing

Weak
Medium
Strong

Hybrid Yellow, Pink Sunrise

Rosemund Coles
Impress of India

Staminode:
Undulation

Absent or weak
Medium
Strong

Allegheny
C. latifolia

Pink Sunrise, Red President

Staminode: Ground
colour

Yellowish-white
Yellow

Orange

Pink

Red

Others

Tropical Sunrise
C. flaccida

Pink Sunbrust
C. latifolia
Raktima

Staminode: Colour
of flush

None
Yellowish-white
Yellow
Yellow-orange
Red

Others

King City Gold
Aloha

Bengal Tiger
Tropical Sunrise
Allegheny

Staminode: Colour
of flames

None
Yellowish-white
Yellow
Yellow-orange
Red

Others

Red Dazzler
Bangkok
Orange Punch
Catteleya
Black Knight

Staminode: Colour
of blotches/ streaks

None
Yellowish-white
Yellow
Yellow-orange
Red

Others

Kanchan

Apricot Dream
Red President
New Delhi Yellow
Golden Girl

Staminode: Colour
of marginal zones

Same as base colour
Yellowish-white
Yellow
Yellow-orange
Orange

Pink

Orange-red

Red Dazzler
King City Gold

Tropical Sunrise, Lucifer
Catteylea, Rosemund Coles

Bengal Tiger
City of Portland
Red President




Red Angel Pink
Others

Time taken for
flowering (in days) | Early (<60) Red Dazzler, C. flaccida,
Cattleya, Pink Sunrise
Medium (60-85) King City Gold, Kanchan,
Agnisikha

Late (>85) Tropical Sunrise, Rosemund
Coles, City of Portland

Capsule: Shape
Oblong C. indica

Globose C. indica ‘Maculata’
Round Allegheny, Red President
Ellipsoid Red Dazzler

Seed: Formation
None (0) Red Dazzler, Black Knight
(Number) Low (<3) Tropical Sunrise

Moderate (3-6) Apricot Dream, Pink Sunrise
C. indica ‘Maculata’,
Abundant (>6) Burgundy Blush

Seed: Shape
Oblong Pink Sunrise, Apricot Dream,
King City Gold

Round Burgundy Blush, C. indica
‘Maculata’

Seed: Size
(cm) Small (<0.6) C. indica ‘Maculata’,
Burgundy Blush

Large (>0.6) Apricot Dream, Pink Sunrise,
Tropical Sunrise

Seed: Colour
Black C. indica ‘Maculata’, Apricot
Dream,

Brown King City Gold, Tropical
Sunrise

Others

VII1. Explanations for the Table of Characteristics:

1. Explanations covering several characteristics

The optimum stage of development for the assessment of the characteristics is at the
time of opening of one flower in three inflorescences. Characteristics indicated with (a)
in the first column of the Table of characteristics should be examined as indicated
below:

. All observations on the Staminode should be made on an open flower

General terminology and floral structure




Staminodes

Stigma

Style

Stamen

Anther

Labellum

Petal

Sepal

Explanations for Individual Characteristics

Characteristic-1: Plant Height: At flowering stage (ground level to leaf tip)
Total height of the plant from ground level to the tip at pre-flowering stage.

Characteristic-2: Plant: Growth Habit
It refers general growth pattern and robustness along with spreading habit of a variety.

Characteristic-3: Stem: Diameter

The diameter of stem should be measured after flowering and 5 cm above the ground
level.

Characteristic-4: Stem: Colour
The colour of the stem is recorded by matching with the RHS colour chart.

Characteristic-6: Rhizome: Diameter
The diameter of rhizome should be measured after flowering.

Characteristic-7: Rhizome: Fresh weight (10 cm in length)
The fresh weight of rhizome should be recorded after flowering.

Characteristic-8: Rhizome: Length of Internode

The length of internodes of the rhizome should be measured from one point of
internode to the other.

Characteristic-9: Rhizome: Number of Nodes / Rhizome (10 cm in length)
Number of node should be recorded per 10 cm of rhizome length.




Characteristic-10: Rhizome: Number of Eyes / Rhizome (10 cm in length)
Number of eyes should be recorded per 10 cm of rhizome length.

Characteristic-11: Rhizome: Colour

The colour of the rhizome is recorded as creamy / yellow / pink / others (by matching
with the RHS colour chart).

Characteristic-14: Leaf Blade: Shape

Lanceolate (1) Ovate (2)

Characteristic-15: Leaf Blade: Apex Shape

/il NW\\\WNIZ7/ 7/ 2

Abuté(l) Acuminate (2)

Characteristic-16: Leaf Blade Margin: Translucent line pigmentation
Translucent line pigmentation colour may be red, none or others.




Characteristic-17: Leaf Blade: Glossiness
Presence of waxy coat or not.

Characteristic-19: Leaf Blade: Main colour
Main colour is the colour with largest leaf surface area (Green / Purple).

Characteristic-20: Leaf Blade: Secondary colour (excluding veins)
Secondary colour is the colour with the second largest leaf surface area excluding the
colour of midrib and lateral veins.

-
Secondary Colour (1-4)

Characteristic-21: Leaf Blade: Pattern of secondary colour (excluding veins)




Characteristic-25: Inflorescence: Arrangement of Staminodes

Free (1) Moderately overlapping (2) Strongly overlapping (3)

Characteristic-29: Staminode: Reflexing

274

e

%

Medium (2) Strong (3)

[\

Medium (2) Strong (3)

Characteristic-31: Staminode: Ground colour

The ground colour is the first colour to appear chronologically during the development
of the plant part. Other colours may develop in time in the form of spots, blotches, or a
colour flush or blush. The ground colour is not always the colour occupying the largest

33




surface area of the plant part concerned. The ground colour can be the main colour of
the lower side of an organ.

Characteristic-32: Staminode: Flush colour

Flames

Blotches / Streaks

Characteristic-35: Staminode: Marginal zone colour




Marginal Colour

Characteristic-36: Time taken for flowering

The time of beginning of flowering (in days) after planting is when the first flower has
fully opened on 50% of the plants.

Characteristic-39: Seed: Shape

O 0
00

Round (1) Oblong (2)
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